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he Presidenté

Steering the good ship USS MOA3unflower Chapter alongside tf
pier one last time permits me to reflect on our activities during my se
"cruise” as your CO. fe change of command will take place at our|
Jan 2008 Dinner meeting when LTG Rich Keller, URAt, President o
the Kansas Council of Chapters, will administer the oath of office to
Chapter President CWO3 David Kennedy, USKE&L., and the ney
Boardmembers. David just completed a grear tour apresident of the
Kansa Cauncil of Chapters.

Looking back over the past MOAA Chapter year, here are some (
highlights: We were favored with a visit in January from COL Jqg
Ramirez, Jr., USA Ret., Depity Director at MOAA National with emphasis on recruiting and retent
COL Ramirez swore in the new Sunflower Officers and Board members, and presented the MOA
Star award for outstandingrtivities- CY2005, to Jim Kelley, former Chapter Presidein. February,
Toby Cook, KC Royals ViPublic Relations, gave a preview of changes coming with the Royal
also announced any person with a military ID could attend some games free.

In March the Chapter presented a $250 check to Soldiers Angels, amizatgpn supporting ou
overseas troops with packages, phone cards, etc. In April, Jeanne Kobler, Auxiliary Cor
Chairperson, and Bob Kobler arranged for the Leavenworth chapter of National Sojourners tq
special program on the history and mieg of our National Flag.

In June thirteen volunteers from our Chapter participated in the Veteran's Stand Down, Jig
helping provide meals, clothing, and other services to our comrades in arms down on their |
August several Chapter meens, wives and guests attended the musical "Oklahoma" at the New [
Theatre.

Picking back up in September, we had our annual Wine Tasting and Raffle, which was well g
with Marshall Rimann of Rimann Liquors acting as sommelier. The AnnudleRafsed $2,91(
dollars, compared to $2,690 raised at the event in 2006. Three lucky winners came away with
$500 (first), $300, and $200.

Our finances are in reasonable condition, although there is a slow leak due to the Club's cq
inability to get at least 40 Dinner reservations for each meeting. The Board has been con
changing the meeting to Sunday afternoons to see if this would be more convenient. No deci
been made, but we would appreciate your input.

On the brigter side LCDR Don Baker, Treasurer, has been advised by the law firm administer
estate of our late member, MAJ Arthur Kramish, USA (deceased), that a check in amount of 59
estate value, as of 31 October 2007, will be forwarded soon to tfievBemChapter We anticipate af
amount of about $95,000, to be investwith interest to be used for funding scholarships given ou
the Sunflower Foundation.

May you all have fair winds and following seas. Anchors Aweigh!

Bud Munson

Next Meeting

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Sunflower Chapter will be held at 18
Tuesday, 11 December2007 at St. Andrews Golf Club, 11099 W. 135th Street, Overl
Park, KS 66221.The cost for the meal i2$.00 per persoii please pay at the door. e@ke
call your RSVP to Don Baker at (913) 68667 to reserve a seat, or use our online proce
www.sunflowermoaa.org/next_meeting.htniNote that this is the second Tuesday, not
third Tuesday



http://www.sunflowermoaa.org/
http://www.sunflowermoaa.org/next_meeting.htm
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Officers:
President:
Charles(Bud) T. Munson
LCdr., USNR (Ret.)
913-491-0726
ctmbudman@aol.com

Past President:
James R. Kelly
CWO4, USN (Ret.)
913-438-2995
JimKelly@everestkc.net

Secretary:
Harry B. Malnicof
Maj., USMC (Ret.)
913- 649-7917
harlo@everestkc.net

Treasurer:
Donald E. Baker
LCdr., USN (Ret.)
913- 649-0667
dbaker913@shcglobal.net

Directors:
Frank Dixon
Col., USMC (Ret.)
913-469-6487
Semperl0@webtv.net

Jeanne Kobler

Auxiliary

913-724-3807

jakobler5606 @sunflower.com

Robert E. Ball
Col., USMC (Ret.)
913-814-0389

BallRE@aol.com

Michael M. Neer
COL, USA(Ret.)
913-681-9520
mneer@Kkc.rr.com

Daniel J. Papa

LTC, USAF (Ret.)
913-661-0685
DPAPAl@hallmark.cm

Samuel C. Malsbary
LCdr., USN (Ret.)
913-648-3007
SCMalsbary@everestkc.net

Sheldon P. Vazquez
MAJ, USA (Ret.)
913-766-0451
sheldoncindy@kc.rr.com
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PROJECT AWARD ANNOUNCEMENT
NEW COMMISSARY FACILITY
RICHARDS-GEBAUR MOBCOM
AT KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI

The Defense Commissary Agency (DeCA) is pleased to announce the awar
construction contract for a new ramissary facility to be located at Richai@gbaur
military base in Kansas City, Missouri.

The contract was awarded on September 25, 2007 at a total price of $6.7M to K(
Construction, New Madrid, MO. The award was made by the US Army Cor
Enginees, Kansas City Division who will administer the contract during construg
Technical support wild/l be provided

Texas and construction inspection will be provided by USA®&nsas City Division.

The projet was designed by BSW International Architects and Engineers of T
Florida and Tulsa, Oklahoma. The scope of this new facility provides an exam
DeCAGs new small store prototype at
facility where nocurrent commissary is operating in the area.

The construction Prperformance meeting will be scheduled for early Octobe
RichardsGebaur and the Notice to Proceed (NTP) is expected to be i
concurrently. It will take the contractor a few weeescomplete the initial submitta
and mobilize on the site. Construction is expected to take 12 months to complete

The DeCA Program Management, Facilities Division would like to thank ever
involved in supporting the procurement and award of thionapt rew project.

(DeCA/PMFA, Richard Baes, R®A)SN473-8421)

Submitted by COL Rene Reimann, Jr., USAF (Ret.)




2008 Chapter Activity Dates

Jan b Officer Installation

Feb19

Mar 18

Apr 15

May 20  Sunflower Scholarship Presentation
June Vet esrStamd@®own

June Chapter Picnic

Junel7?  NO MEETINGi SUMMER VACATION
July 15 NO MEETINGT SUMMER VACATION
Aug New Theater
Aug 19 NO MEETINGT SUMMER VACATION
Sep b Wine Tasting

Raffle Drawing

Nominating Committee for 2@0
Oct21

2009 Slate of ChapteOfficers presented
Nov Fall Veterand6s Stand
Nov 11 (2d Tuesdaypnnual Business Meeting

Election of New Officers for 200
Dec9 (2d Tuesday) Christmas Gift Auction

All meetings are scheduled for the third Tuesdaphef
month, exceptor Novemberand December

Officers and Directors for 2008

The slate of Officers and Directors for 2008 follows.

Officers:
President’ David Kennedy
1st VPI Sheldon Vazquez
2nd VPi Bob Jackson
Secretaryi Harry Malnicof
Treasurei Don Baker
Immediate Past PresidénBud Munson

Directors:
Jeanne Kobler Lon Allen
Bob Ball Mike Neer
Kurt Behrman Doug Dilday

Sam Malsbary

For all incoming Chapter Officers and Directors: the
incoming president desires to scdul e a AP
Board of Directors meeting before the first 2008 Chapter
meeting on January 15. Would everyone be available on
Saturday morning, December 15, 2007?

Please call David at 685193 (home), 482800 (cell),
or reply via EMail at cwodaveret@everestkc.nefith
your availability.

2007 Christmas Auction

The 2007 Christmas Auction Committee is seeking
volunteers to assist with the preparatioasd to
conduct the Auction. Please contact Lon Allen,
Chairman of the Auction Committee by phoat
38336090r via e-mail atljallen@Kkc.rr.com

25th Infantry Divsion Association
Submitted by COL John Halladay, USA (Ret.)

You may not belong to the 25th Infantry Division
Association, but they are asking for a contribution of
information in a short narration of a specific event or
closely related event in Korea.

OrRey Ban be of a combat or noombat nature, either

serious or humorousPlease include the time and place
of the event and which unit you served with in the 25th
Infantry Division.

Dave McDonald, an Association member who served
with the 14th Infantryn Korea, has agreed to serve as
the editor of this Korean War project.

Any items you wish to share, please mail onail to:
Mr. David McDonald

139 Scenic Drive

Concord,CA 94518

E-mail: DavidM145@aol.cm

2007 Holiday Gift Auction Gener
Guidelines

e Each member (Spouses too!!!) bring a wrapped or
unwrapped gift(s).
Cost of each gift in recommended range$#%15
To entice potiial bidding on wrapped gifts, please place a
poem, or message with the gift hinting as to the use or
purpose of the gift.

o |f wrapped gift is gender specific, please indicate male or

female.
ann -Pla?%alée 8Iace your wrapped gifts on the SiernttiBre

e Please place your unwrapped gifts on the Straight Silent
Auction Table.

¢ Bids on all memiglemated gifts start at $5 and will be
raised in $1 increments.

Please bring lots and lots of cash, or your check book as we canr
accept your American Expresa, Mi&terCard, or Discover Card

(sorry).
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Medicare/TRICARE Payment Fix
On Tap?

Everybody in Congress agrees that they needctdoa
stop the 9.9% cut in Medicare and TRICARE payments
to doctors that current law will impose as of January 1
But as usual, they're not all on the same page

Democratic leaders want a twear fix Republican
leaders want a ongear fix A oneyearfix is cheaper
and doesn't require as many painful budget ttte

But it also means we'd be back again with the same
problem at the end of next year

Unfortunately, however a deal is worked ew@ssuming

one is worked ou it probably won't comentil shortly
before Christmas That's because the continuing
appropriations arguments between Congress and the
Administration have delayed almost all of the year's
most important funding decisions until the very end of
the year

The Defense AppropriatienAct has been signed into
law, but the appropriations bills for all other federal
departments are wrapped up in budgetary wrangling and
veto threats

And Congress won't even return from the Thanksgiving
recess until December 3

In all likelihood, most 6 the appropriations bills will
have to be wrapped into some kind of yead omnibus
appropriations bill that would also include the
Medicare/TRICARE payment fixBut the president also
has threatened to veto any such omnibus package

One option now beg considered by congressional
leaders is to simply split the difference with the
president on all of the various disputed funding levels

In the end, government leaders of both parties and both
branches of government have an obligation to get past
the pditics and get the nation's business deren the
various appropriations  bills and the crucial
Medicare/TRICARE payment issue

MOAA would prefer a longeterm fix on the doctor
payments, but the only truly essential thing at this
eleventh hour is to getomething done to reverse the
cuts before the end of the year

Older Americans and military beneficiaries deserve
better than this annual threat of buddaven cuts that
would deter more doctors from seeing them.

Copyright (c) 20@, Military Officers Association of America (MOAA), all rights
reserved. Part or all of this message may be retransmitted for information purposes,
may not be used for any commercial purpose or in any commercial prpdsigig on a
Web site, or used in any nddOAA publication (other than that of a MOAA affiliate, of
a member of The Military Coalition) without the written permission of MOAA. All
retransmissions, postings, and publications of this message must inéudetite.
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Vet COLA and Suicide Prevention
Measures Signed

The President has signed into law (P.L.-11Q) the annual
COLA adjustment for certain veterans benefits. The 2.3% hike
is the same as thannual Social Security rate and military
retired pay.The COLA applies to VA disability compensation
payments, survivors' dependency and indemnity compensation
(DIC), and a clothing allowance for certain veterans'.

The change becomes effective on Decanibeand will be
reflected in checks mailed in early January 2008. One
example, the new basic monthly DIC rate for survivors of
veterans who died of servicelated causes after January 1,
1993 will increase to approximately $1,091 from $1,067.

The Presidet also signed into law a veteran suicide
prevention measure (P.L. 1:100) that addresses training,
screening and tracking of veterans at risk for suicide and other
mental health illnesses. A large new study by Army
researchers in the Journal of the Aroan Medical
Association (November 14, 2007) found significant levels of
PTSD and other mental health concerns among combat
veterans. The study concluded that "the large clinical burden
recently reported among veterans presenting to VA facilities
seems toxast within months of returning home, highlighting
the need to enhance military mental health care during this
period.”




